Ohio 2-1-1 Reaches More Citizens

Through a grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
Ohio United Way awarded over
$205,000 in January to 5 member
United Ways (United Way of Richland
County, United Way of Greater Lima,
United Way of Wayne County &
Holmes County, Butler County United
Way, and United Way of Tuscarawas
County) to further expand 2-1-1 to 7 ad-
ditional counties. Ohio United Way in-
tends to continue its effort to bring this
necessary service to those in need.

When combined with matching funds,
the total amounts will represent an infu-
sion of over $410,000 into the State-
wide 2-1-1 System, increasing coverage
to over 87% of Ohioans in 2010

In other 2-1-1 news, Scioto Paint Valley
Mental Health Center in Chillicothe has
been approved as Jackson County’s 2-1-1
provider and is working with the local
phone companies toward the transition.

Ohio United Way Travels To Washington

Ohio United Way (OUW) staffers, Nick Roman and Tim Roe, board
member and attorney Greg Finnerty, and Senator Fred Strahorn
(volunteer) will travel to Washington D.C. on March 17" and 18t to
primarily lobby on the importance of completing Ohio’s 2-1-1 system.

The purpose of the visit is to seek critical funding from the Federal
government for this vital service as well as other legislative priorities
that are offered by United Ways throughout Ohio. OUW has meetings
to educate and inform Ohio’s 20 Congressional and Senate legislators
about the benefits that 2-1-1 provides to Ohioans especially in this
economic climate. OUW intends to promote the expansion of 2-1-1 to
all of Ohio’s citizens, highlight how it will simplify access to informa-
tion, serve as a repository of human service information and increase
efficiency and accountability.
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